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WE have no doubt that a considerable impulse will be
given to the temperance movement in this country by the
fact that Her Majesty the Queen has lately consented to
become a patroness of the Church of England Temperance
Society, a society which does not necessarily insist on total
abstinence from alcoholic liquors.

A SERIOUS outbreak of scarlatina is said to have occurred

amongst the children in the married quarters at the School
of Military Engineering. We hope shortly to ascertain
some particulars regarding the epidemic.

WE understand that Sir Duncan Gibb has resigned the
office of Physician to Westminster Hospital in consequence
of the state of his health. 

-

SiR JAMES ALDERSON, Knight, M.D., and Arthur Farre,
M.D., have been appointed Physicians Extraordinary to
Her Majesty. -

SiR ROBERT CHRISTISON has been elected President of the
British Association for the year 1876.

LUNACY.

THE last Report of the Commissioners in Lunacy (a brief
statistical summary of which was given in THE LANCET of
the 7th ult.) contains, as usual, a number of interesting
facts relating to insanity. There is, of course, a large actual
and comparative increase in the total number of persons
under confinement or supervision. The county and borough
asylums appear to be more and more crowded with harmless
and chronic cases, which, according to the opinion of the
Commissioners, might we well provided for in workhouse
wards. But, if we remember rightly, it was decided long
ago that lunatics or imbeciles ought not to be retained in
workhouses, because no proper machinery existed for their
safe keeping and accommodation. Hence the origin of the
establishments at Leavesden and Caterham. It appears that
in the large asylums the night watching is still very defective.
Epileptic patients are found dead in bed, and suicides have
occurred in the night. This is the third time that the Com-
missioners have specially alluded to these faults. They
express in this report a strong opinion that the sick and
dying demand continuous care and nursing during the
night; that the epileptics should have assistance always at
hand during their terrible seizures, and that all suicidal
patients should receive strict personal supervision.

It appears that the boroughs of Portsmouth, Norwich,
Bath, and Derby are still without asylums, and that the
other boroughs mentioned in the last report as being simi-
larly situated have not as yet taken any steps to comply
with the provisions of the Lunacy Acts. Of the patients in
local hospitals, the recoveries during the year were, as com-
pared with the admissions, in the proportion of 45 per cent.,
or 5 per cent. higher than in the previous year. There
are now 115 houses in England and Wales licensed
for the reception of lunatics, which accommodate
unitedly a total of 2293 males and 2638 females. In

commenting upon the workhouse establishments, the ar-
rangements made for epileptic cases at the Brownlow Hill
Asylum, Liverpool, are severely censured. There are no
closets or bath-rooms in connexion with the ward, and
no special lavatory. The only court available for exercise
is entirely flagged, and is used by the inmates of the sur-
gical wards as well as by the imbeciles and epileptics. The
same unsatisfactory condition of things still exists in the
Nottingham Workhouse, although on two previous occasions
the Commissioners have commented upon these defects.
The day-rooms continue to be much overcrowded, the
means of personal washing insufficient, and the means of
bathing inadequate. Three prosecutions have occurred

during the year, none of which call for special notice. The
State Criminal Asylum at Broadmoor contained at the end
of last year 509 inmates, of whom 402 were men and 107

women. No person certified to be insane whilst undergoing
, sentence of penal servitude has been sent to this asylum
, 

from Millbank since November last. Another asylum is
contemplated for the lunatic convicts now accumulating in

’ 

prison, and for such convicts as may hereafter become in.
sane, but it is not proposed to transfer to the proposed
asylum any of the convict class now confined at Broadmoor.
The report as to the arrangements of this asylum are alto.
gether very satisfactory, but the Commissioners recommend
the appointment of a fourth medical officer, as the profes-
sional duties are very responsible, harassing, and bazardous.
The Hospital for Lunatic Soldiers at Netley contained 44

patients, but a want of comfort and cheerfulness is still
observable in the day-room, and it is remarked that the
frequent changes in the attendant staff are prejudicial to the
inmates.
The Royal Naval Lunatic Hospital at Yarmouth accom.

modates an average of 190, and the Royal India Asylum at
Ealing 119 inmates, as to both of which establishments
favourable reports are made.
The seventeenth Annual Report of the General Board of

Commissioners in Lunacy for Scotland shows that on the
lst of January, 1874, a total of 8069 lunatics existed in Scot.
land, 1455 of whom were maintained from private sources,
6563 by parochial rates, and 51 at the expense of the State.
It is also estimated that nearly 2000 unreported insane are
maintained by their friends in private dwellings, most of
whom belong to the classes little removed from pauperism.
S’i that the proportion of insane to population is as 228 per
100,000, the most striking feature shown being the great
increase of patients detained in asylums; for gratuitous
treatment in asylums is now obtained with greater ease,
the institutions are more scattered over the country, and
patients entering them do not require to be removed so
far from home and friends. The chartered and Royal
Asylums, which have been erected out of legacies and dona-
tions from charitable persons, take the place of district
asylums in England and Wales. They are partially main-
tained also by profits derived from the care of wealthy
patients, but it is much doubted whether this relief to rate-
payers is desirable. A comparison of statistics shows that
in Scotland the private insane are treated in public institu-
tions to a much greater extent than is the case in England,
there being in the former country a larger proportion of

public establishments of a high character receiving private
patients.

Correspondence.
WOOD v. THE MANCHESTER, SHEFFIELD,

AND LINCOLNSHIRE RAILWAY
COMPANY.

II Auai alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,-A letter, written by Mr. Withington, of Doncaster,

and an annotation, which appeared in your issue of August
21st, are my excuse for troubling you with regard to the
above. Moreover, it is due to myself, to those gentlemen
who took part with me in the case, and to the Company
whom I advise, that deductions from an ex parte statement
should not remain unchallenged.
The facts of the case are briefly these. Mr. Wood, farmer,

of Darfield, near Barnsley, was one of several persons
injured in a collision at Conisboro’ station on November 21st,
1874, caused by a light engine going at the speed of six or
seven miles an hour running into a train standing in the
station. On Nov. 30th I first saw Mr. Wood at his house
with his medical attendant, Dr. Seaborne, of Wombwell.
Mr. Wood had traces of a bruise on the left temple; his left
wrist was swollen; there were marks of abrasion, nearly
healed, about the left elbow ; he complained of occasional
headache, sleeplessness, and felt shaken. On Dec. 23rd I
received a letter from Dr. Seaborne to the effect that his
patient, being well, was willing to settle with the railway
company. On Jan. 2nd, 1875, I received another letter from


